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ne preparat ion of this guide to charrottesvire,s Downtown Ma,
began nearry two years ago as part  of  professor Danier Bruestone,s
"community History workshop". with the assistance of professor

Bluestone and the ci ty of charrottesvi te,  r  am preased to present this guide
pubrished by the Arbemarre charrottesvi te Histor icar societv.

Many peop le  have cont r ibu ted  to  the  success  o f  th is  gu ide .  Arong w i th
the part ic ipants in the 2o0g-200g community History workshop, r  wourd
l i ke  to  thank  Mark  Ber i res ,  R ick  B ickhar t ,  Herena Devereux ,  Nancey  Br ids ton
Hocking'  Margaret M' o 'Bryant and Mary Joy scara for their  review of the
guide's content to insure histor icar and grammaticar accuracy. Arso a big
thank you to Garth Anderson and sari ta Herman, two of the students
respons ib re  fo r  the  gu ide ,  fo r  the i r  con t inued herp  to  me long a f te r  the i r
class was over.  of  course this ent i re project wourd not have been possibre
without the support  of  professor Bluestone.

Steven G. Meeks

Albemarle Chartortesvrl. r,r,"r,.jTlll,,)
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More Than a Mall
A Guide to Historic Downtown Charlottesville

Community History Workshop 2008-2009

University of Virginia School of Architecture
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In a region known histor ical ly for the Universi ty ofVirginia and Monticel lo,  Downto*n Ct,urtot tesvi l lepredates both si tes. Charlot tesvi l le,s core or iginatedin 1762 when the Virginia GeneralnssemOty
designated i t  as the seat of Albemarle County, theprace where court  and pubric business wourd betransacted. The tc
divided in,o ",i'IJ;,.:j 111 :3 ffi[:,;bounded by 33_foot wide north_south streets and66-foot wide east_west streets. The courthouse
occupied a 2_acre tn orthe rn edse or ;:'i,:JJ,iffi il::iil:r,l"
the structures bui l t  in the downtown have changedsignif icant ly from the lgth century,"  , f l "  present,the histor ic pattern of bui ldings unO ,n",r .  relat ion_ship to the exist ing blocks unJrt ."" t ,  persists andcontr ibutes to the downtown,s int imate scate andwel l-def ined sense of place.

With Albemarle Cor
ce nte red i n *, ",rott'lll;LH];T"1?:."::"i ""
knew that some peopre wourd settre here perma_

ffi:T ffiH ?il"H.::H :'H::: il: ::*Square, where people gathered for court  oays,and the blocks facing the square were developedtntensely in the decades immediately after theci ty 's founding. Two_ and three-story bui ldings,
bui l t  of  both br ick anr
a n d c o m m e r., u,, o ". "oulJro* ;':"rX ::t : " " 

t' t'

1

o/
}(

F(
In the early nineteenth century, ths flgn5^.+ ^-^ fd
of shops and residr
to Main street, ,n.unt"'shifted 

tr"r.""1t';;;::J"t 
{

Notched noad that 
course of the regional Three f{

Virsinia r",", .h";;',llT[i :,',Ti::;::;::,":: Sfrom the region,s historic pattern of O"t"suburban and ruralbuitding. The pervasir:: : i  f fa
of  par ty  wal ls  -  those rnr^r .  ch_.^r  , - - -  

' "  v 'srcrrLe 
} i lbetweenadjacentJffiir*:ffiffi:;""" SCharlottesville from .street, commerciar.:li,:J:" #?];i..Ji,I1,l, Stheir  bui ldings on their  f ront proper, i , , "u

transacting party war agreements *,,n oul-lu . Ua
adjacent oroo"r,i", and sharing the cost J;j:t f€
between buildings, they pushed tf.1"i,. OrifOingr]" l}a
sidewalls all the way to the side p-p"rty f in"r] a, $aa result, people could walk from one .orn"r. to the f}fother of many Main Street blocks without sanvopenrou."o",*"."'r#;::'.:]:'::'"u'ln Caporiticar,andeconom;.T,1?:|ili?il";il:f.^ tr
ffi:1[:1 il5ffi::il.J;:i*r;"#;' " 

ubetween twenty and thirty feet, and tf,"i-, o*n"r, fl{protected their substa
brick rather,r,un *ooJtial 

investments by using 
r*{|

Main Street today is f i l led with two_ and three_story br ick bui ldings designed by both architectsand bui lders and general ly dat ing from lggO to1930. Nearty al t  of  the bui ldings -rnin"A Lround
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story retai l  wi th upstairs space for of f ices or resi-
dences; the mixed-use pattern of these bui ldings
provided vi tal i ty to a town center where peopte
came to conduct publ ic business, shop, worship in
numerous churches, attend theaters ( in later years,
movies),  and part ic ipate in fraternal and civic
organizat ions. Bui l t  in 1919-1920, the eight_story
Nat iona l  Bank  Bu i ld ing ,  a t  the  corner  o f  Eas t  Ma in
and 2nd Streets, even provided the downtown with
a cosmopol i tan accent of skyscraper urbanism. At
the same t ime, Paul Goodloe Mclnt i re donated to
the ci ty Lee and Jackson parks, featur ing their
equestr ian statues. Downtown Charlot tesvi l le
provided the hub for the concentrated l i fe of the
c i ty  and reg ion .

Charlottesville's downtown maintained its economic
and social  posi t ion during the Great Depression ano
the Second World War. There was little new building,
but many merchants adopted new materials to
modernize their storefronts. When regional building
resumed in the 1950s, automobi les increasingry
undercut the viability of urban density and the
vitality of Charlottesville's downtown. Barracks Road
Shopping Center opened in 1959, fol lowed by Fashion
Square Mal l  in 1980, promising ci ty and suburban
residents free and easy parking and placing down-
town at a competitive disadvantage. Downtown
merchants and city officials responded with severar
ini t iat ives, bui lding municipal  parking lots and

garages to accommodate shoppers, visitors, ano
commuters. The downtown bui l t  modern bui ldings in
the 1950s and 1960s, yet st i l l  appropriated elements of
Jeffersonian classicism, most notably in the high r ise
Mil ler & Rhoads Department store bui lding of 1956.
ln 1973-1976, the city moved forward dramatically by
hir ing the noted landscape architect Lawrence Halpr in
to design a pedestrian mall on Main Street. Despite
its fountains and clusters of trees and seating, the
upated Mall failed to stem the departure of tradi-
tional department stores and retail shops from
the downtown, but it did reassert the historic signifi_
cance of the center. The economic function of the
downtown moved toward specialty retail, dining, and
entertainment -  anchored by civ ic gatherings l ike
Fridays After Five and First Night Virginia.

The history of Downtown's storied architecture and
landscape lays a foundat ion for the 21st century,s
renewed interest in density,  community gathering,
and sustainable approaches to regional develop-
ment that are less dependent upon the automobi le.
Credi ts:  The Community History Workshop at  the Univers i ty  of  Virg in ia,s
School  of  Archi tecture,  d i rected by professor Daniel  Bluestone,
p roduced  t h i s  gu ide  i n  t he  Sp r i ng  o {  2009 .  The  resea rch  expanoeo  upon
the research undertaken in Fal l  200g by Garth Anderson,  Alexandra
Cos t i c .  L i l y  Fox -B rugu ie re ,  Em i l y  G ige r i ch ,  5a r i t a  He rman ,  Johanna  Kahn ,
Mau reen  McGee ,  Ryan  McEnroe ,  Ka the r i ne  M i l l e r ,  Jes i s  Na ja r ,  A l i son
Ross ,  Jess i ca  Te rdeman ,  Sa rah  Thomas ,  Lau ra  Vo i s i n  Geo rge ,  Ca l l i e
W i l l i ams ,  and  X iangnan  X iong .  The  Down town  Cha r l o t t esv i l l e
Community History project  worked in col laborat ion wi th professor
Be th  Meye r ' s  Down town  Ma l l  l andscape  a r ch i t ec tu re  s tud io  i n  Fa l l
2008  and  P ro fesso r  W i l l i am  She rman ,s  Down town  Dens i t y  a r ch i t ec tu re
s tud io  i n  50 r i no  2009 .
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Tour One: Starting at Charlottesville's Core

, D"ruy Progress auiiOing
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Between E. High & Jefferson Streets

tmage from bookEafty chaf ottesviile: -":t, .?,t.":rt"?,1fI";:::r?,

Court Square or iginated as a gi f t  f rom Dr. Thomas
Walker of Albemarle County, who donated 1.000
acres in 1761 on which Charlot tesvi l le was laid out.
Marking the center around which the town
developed, by the late lgth century, Court  Square
was ent irely enclosed by residences and shops.
Defining i ts western edge was McKee,s Row,
notable as the town,s f i rst  , ,block., ,  This block
consisted of br ick and frame houses that also
served as shops providing the town,s essent ial
services. With the relocat ion of the courthouse to
the square's eastern edge, Court  Square became
Charlottesvi l le 's civ ic,  rel ig ious, and commercial
hub. Forming the grounds of the courthouse,
Court  Square was the si te of publ ic punishment
where the pi l lory,  stocks and whipping post stood.
With the opening of the Universi ty of Virginia in
1819, which brought an increase in traf f ic to the
south of Court  Square, the town,s commercial  and
resident ial  development expanded to Main Street.
By the 1840s, Main Street became Charlot tesvi l le,s
new commercial  center.
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In continuous use for over 200 years, the Albemarle

County Courthouse is one of the nation's most

histor ic of i ts k ind. The current bui lding is Albemarle's

third courthouse. When the county seat was moved

to Charlot tesvi l le in 1762, a courthouse was erected

near the si te of the present Clerk's Off ice. This si te

was county property and marked the town's

northern boundary. Al though reputed to have a

port ico, the second courthouse, bui l t  by Wil l iam

Campel l ,  was a sl ight f rame structure and i ts

construct ion proved to be only temporary. In 1803,

a new courthouse was bui l t  which now forms the

north and rear wings of the present bui lding. A

Gothic Revival-style south entrance with octagonal

stair  towers was added in 1859. The port ico and

columns that dist inguish the south faqade today

were added after the Civi l  War. The or iginal  north

wing long served as the town's publ ic bui lding and

the four Protestant churches of the community

used it in rotation. Thomas Jefferson referred to it

as "the common temple," and was accustomed to

attending worship here along with Madison and

Monroe, making i t  the only courthouse nat ionwide

to be used regular ly by three early American

presidents contempora neously.

In the early 19th century, the courthouse was the

only vot ing place in the county. l t  was remodeled

and "restored" in 1938, giving the south faqade i ts

current br ick elevat ion -  a colonial  stvle i t  never

had previously.

510 E. Jefferson Street

Albemarle County Courthouse, 2009

Albemarle County Courthouse. Early 20th Century
lmaee fram UVA Halsinae( Callectian

8., . ' , ,



516 E. Jefferson Street
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Opening in 1926,the Monticel lo Hotel  is a nine_ d
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380 Park Street

The Char lo t tesv i l le  Town Ha l lwas  comple ted  in

1852 as  des igned by  e i ther  Rober t  M i l l s  o r  George

Wilson Spooner,  Jr.  Constructed in the Greek

Revival  Style with a three bay front and frontal

gab le ,  the  in te r io r  served as  an  aud i to r ium wi th

seat ing  fo r  800 peop le .  Dur ing  the  mid-n ine teenth

century, the Town Hal l  was used to host a wide

variety of events, including concerts,  lectures and

even universi ty funct ions. In 1887, the bui lding was

purchased by Jefferson Monroe Levy, then owner

o f  Mont ice l lo ,  who redes igned the  bu i ld ing  as  an

Opera  House and reduced the  seat ing  capac i ty  to

500 peop le .

The Levy  Opera  House hos ted  many loca l  and

nat iona l ta len ts  f rom i ts  reopen ing  in  1888 un t i l

i t s  c losure  in  1912.  Dur ing  the  per iod  f rom 1896-
'1907, the Levy Opera House also competed with

the  newly  opened Je f fe rson Aud i to r ium on Main

St ree t .  In  1914 the  bu i ld ing  was aga in  adapted  fo r

a  new use,  th is  t ime as  an  apar tment  complex .

Dur ing  more  recent  years ,  the  bu i ld ing  housed

the  Parkv iew Apar tments .  In  1981,  another

adapta t ion  o f  the  s t ruc tu re  was under taken by

arch i tec t  Henderson Heyward ,  wh ich  t rans-

fo rmed the  bu i ld ing  in to  an  o f f i ce  complex .

Levy Opera House Reconstruction
lmage lram Albemarle Cha(lattesville H)5tarical Sadety

Levy Opera House as Apartments, c.|971
ltrrage from Albema(le Charlottesville HEtarrcal Saci-.ty

10



400 E. Jefferson Street
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iackson park is part of the block we now call Court
Square. Unt i l  . l919, 

this area was a separate block.
Referred to as the McKee Block, it was an eany
commercial  area. paul Goodloe Mclnt i re,  a ct ty nat ive
who made his fortunes in the Chicago and New york
stock exchanges, returned home and souqht to
improve his bir thprace. The ci ty Beaut i fur"movement
was a nat ional reform to reduce urban decay and
raise the moral and civic vir tue of i ts inhabttants.
Publ ic sculptures were encouraged as a means to
raise this civ ic ideal.  The razed bui ldings of McKee
Row and a dirt alley were covered with several feet
of soil and the park was laid out by architect Walter
Dabney Blair .  The foundat ions of the eastern eoqe
of the bui ldings st i l l  s i t  below the statue.

Mclnt i re hired New york sculptor Charles Keck to
produce a statue of Thomas Jonathan , ,Stonewal l , ,
Jackson.  Keck  had been c lass ica l l y  t ra ineo,  was  an
ass is tan t  to  Augustus  Sa in t_Gaudens,  and s tud ied
at  the  Amer ican Academy in  Rome.  He produced
one o f  the  f  ines t  eques t r ian  s ta tues  in  Amer ica .
The a l legor ica l  f  igures  on  the  base represent
oravery and sorrow, which help to provide vis i tors
wi th  a  deeper  unders tand ing  o f  the  comprex
h is to ry  o f  th is  southern  communi ty .  Keck  arso
s tud ied  V i rg in ia  horsemansh ip  and used
Mclnt i re 's favori te horse as a model for Li t t le
Sorrel ,  Jackson,s mount.  At the statue,s dedicat ion
on October  19 ,1921,  over  5 ,000 peop le  marched
through the streets and gathered to watch the
unvei l  in g by Jackson,s great_ great_g randdau g hter.

Stonewall Jackson Statue, 200g

McKee RoW c.1900
lmage frorr  Albenarle Cha(lot tesvi l le Hi5tarrcal  Saciety
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301 E. Jefferson Street

The Beth lsrael Synagogue was founded in 1882 by a
smal l ,  yet prominent group of Jewish famil ies in
Charlot tesvi l le and the surrounding county. The f i rst
Beth lsrael Synagogue structure was located at the
corner of Market and Second Street NE. In 1904. that
site was purchased by the federal government for
$10,000 and the congregat ion purchased a lot  on the
corner of Jefferson and Third Street NE, a block to
the northeast.  After disassembling the bui lding, the
structure was rebui l t  on i ts present si te.

The Beth lsrael Synagogue that stands today is a
conspicuous rel igious structure at the corner of
Jefferson and Third Street NE. l t  is topped by an
ornamental  overhang and f inials.  The faqade rs
punctuated by four large arched windows, reminis-
cent of the Gothic Revival  style.  The sanctuary's
main portal  is raised above ground level and
accessible by an impressive f  l ight of  stairs.  Tne
current structure was signi f icant ly restored in 1949
after a fire destroyed much of the roof and interior.
Luckily, the Torah scrolls were rescued by Harry
O'Mansky  and lsaac  Wal te rs .  Whi le  the  bu i ld ing  was
under repair ,  the congregat ion was al lowed to
gather in the open spaces above Harry O'Mansky,s
The Young Men's Shop, as wel l  as the local Cathol ic
Church. In 1982 a wing to accommodate a rel igious
school was added to the histor ic structure. This wing
was expanded again and new chapel of f ices were
constructed in 1996.

Beth lsrael Synagogue, c.1917
lmage tran Halsinger Callectlon, Ltntversity af Virgi.tLa

t , ,  
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200 Second Street, NE

M cl nti re Li b ra ry, 1920s
lmaue tratn Albemarle Charlat tesvi l le Histat ical  Saciety

The A lbemar le  Char lo t tesv i l le  H is to r ica l  Soc ie ty  i s
loca ted  in  the  fo rmer  Char lo t tesv i l le  pub l i c  L ib rary
(also known as the Mclnt i re Library).  The corner_
s tone o f  the  l ib ra ry  was la id  in  November  1919 and
the l ibrary opened on May 30,1921,.  A gi f t  of  paul
Good loe  Mc ln t i re ,  i t  was  the  f i rs t  modern  pub l ic
l ib ra ry  in  Char lo t tesv i l le  o ther  than a  oub l i c
subscr ip t ion  l ib ra ry  in  the  ear ly  19 th  century .
Bes ides  the  bu i ld ing ,  Mc ln t i re  a lso  donated  the
furn i tu re  and the  in i t ia l  co l lec t ion  o f  5 ,000 books .

Th is  s t r i k ing  c iv ic  bu i ld ing  d isp lays  curv ing  marb le
s teps  tha t  lead  up  to  a  semi -c i rcu la r  por t i co  ano an
ornamented cent ra l  en t rance.  In  mov ing  up  the
s ta i rs ,  the  eyes  are  drawn to  a  pa i r  o f  u rns  on  la rge
p iers  h igh l igh ted  by  match ing  n iches .  These urns
s tand as  metaphors  fo r  the  essence o f  a  l ib ra ry  _
a  conta iner  o f  man 's  knowledge.  As  you en ter  the
bu i ld ing  and c ross  the  cent ra l  lobby ,  the  rear
en t rance is  a  semi -c i rcu la r  recess  wh ich  echoes the
front entrance. The Beaux Arts design was con_
ceived by New York architect Walter Dabney Blair ,
who was a  V i rg in ia  na t ive  l i ke  Mc ln t i re .  B la r r
f in ished h is  a rch i tec tu ra l t ra in ing  in  par is  a t  the
Ecoles des Beaux Arts.

This structure served the ci ty of Charlot tesvi l le as
the  main  l ib ra ry  un t i l  1981,  when l ib ra ry  opera_
t ions  were  moved around the  corner  to  the  ta rger
former Post Off ice bui lding on Market Street.  The
His to r ica l  Soc ie ty  moved in to  the  bu i ld ing  in  1994.
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Opened in 1918, Lee Park was bought by phi lanthro-
pist  Paul Goodloe Mclnt i re in his f i rst  ef fort  to

improve his hometown through the addit ion of

beaut i ful  spaces. The si te was or iginal ly occupied

by the Southal l -Venable House. Mclnt i re planned

for a statue of General  Robert  E. Lee on the si te as

a memorial  to his parents. Due to compl icat ions

during the sculpt ing process, the publ ic had to wait

s ix years after the opening of the park before the

equestr ian stature of Robert  E. Lee was unvei led on

May 21,1924. Taking place during a Confederate
reunion, the unvei l ing ceremony fol lowed a parade

through Charlot tesvi l le of 100 cadets from the

Vi rginia M i  l i tary I  nst i tute sport in g Confederate

colors. President Smith of Washington and Lee

Universi ty and President Alderman of the Universi ty

of Virginia both gave speeches. General  Lee's

three-year-old great-g ra nddau ghter pu I  led away a

Confederate f lag to unvei l  the statue to the publ ic.

The park provided respite from the hect ic atmo-

sphere of nearby Main Street to dai ly users and

through many mus ica l  p resenta t ions  by  the

Char lo t tesv i l le  Mun ic ipa l  Band and o ther  g roups .

The fo rmal  landscaped square  was conven ien t ly

located direct ly across Second Street f rom two

c iv ic  bu i ld ings ,  the  Mc ln t i re  Pub l ic  L ib rary  and the

Post Off ice, and served as an extension of these

civic spaces.

100 E. Market Street

So uth a I I -Vena ble H ouse, 1 91 8
lmage fram Halsinger CallectDn, Untveclty af Virginla

Lee Park,1925
lmage from Holsing-"r 6611p67ior, tJniversity of Virginia
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201 E. Market Street

Charlottesville post Office & Federal Ai;idirg, tgts
] a  d g a  n o r  d o .  l a a t  a l 6 . ,  a .  . " ^ r , r - , " i ,  1 . , , 1 , ,  

"

image ttam Natianal Archives

The structure that is now used by the jef ferson_
Madison Regional Library was or iginal ly bui l t  as
the Charlot tesvi l le post Off ice and Federat Bui lding.
Th is  bu i ld ing ,  spann ing  an  en t i re  b lock  a long
Market Street,  is a formidable example of ear ly
20th century Federal  design. The neo_classical
elements of the faqade, including the elaoorate
port ico, point to i ts importance as a civ ic monu_
ment in the downtown area. The central  white
port tco and red br ick exter ior also echo local
bui lding aesthet ics for a Jeffersonian style.  The
f irst  Charlot tesvi l le post Off ice bui lding is actual ly
st i l l  a part  of  this larger bui lding. The seven bays
to the far lef t  are the remnants of the or iginal
structure as designed by percy Ash in 1906.

ln 1937, a large addit ion was designed and bui l t  by
Lou is  A .  S imon.  The bu i ld ing  main ta ined i t s  in i t ia l
symmet r ica l  des ign  and cent ra l i zed  en t rance.  The
port ico was rebui l t  in much the same fashion by
main ta in ing  the  ion ic  cap i ta ls  and p lac ing  them
four bays to the r ight.  This structure cont inued to
serve as the ci ty.s central  post Off ice and Federal
Bu i ld ing  un t i l  19g0.  In  tha t  year ,  A lbemar le  County
and the City of Charlot tesvi l le purchased tne
bui lding and after an extensive renovat ion, i t
became the  reg iona l  l ib ra ry  headquar te rs .  The
col lect ion was moved from the Mclnt i re Liorarv
next door.
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The Hughes House is a two-story Greek Revival
v _ structure with a raised basement.  The house was

nd f  t rrst  burt t  rn 1853 and trrst  owned by Dr.  John C.' : ' '  

"U^ Hughes, for whom i t  served as both home and

e-< 
off ice. A pair  of  spiral  staircases at each end of the

t;(! 
raised front porch, since removed, provided access

;A 
to the main f loor from the street.  Whi le the Market

\ t  srrasl  glsyal ion remains largely unchanged, the

d o. i  
" t  

the house was extended in the early 20th

fO century to accommodate a bal l room. Since 1972 the

g{ bui lding has accommodated the Second yard fabr ic

/  t ra 
and inter ior decorat ion store.
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307 E. Market Street

Hughes House, late 19th century
lmaqe from the Htstarrc American Butldtnqs Survev

Hughes House, 2009
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211-215 E. Market Street

Massie House, front facade
tmage tram th_a Historic Amencan Buidnqs Survev

Bui l t  in  1930,  the  Mass ie_Wi l l s  House is  one o f
the oldest br ick residences in Charlot tesvi l le and
an excel lent example of the pure Federal  style
domestic archi tecture. By vir tue of i ts s impl ic i ty
and lack of elaborate ornament,  the Federal  style
was wel l  sui ted for int imate, moderately sized
homes such as this.  The house is a sophist icated
architectural  achievement,  displaying elegance
wi thout  p re tens ion .

The house,  named fo r  Harden Mass ie  wno
purchased lo ts  5  and 6  in  1g2g.  i s  an  exampre
of  a  " tenant - in -common, ,  house.  What  now
appears  to  be  a  s ing le  two_story  bu i ld ing  se t
on  a  h igh  basement  was or ig ina l l y  cons t ruc ted
as  two separa te  s t ruc tu res .  Harden Mass ie  l i ved
in  215 and ren ted  ou t  2 . l1 .  Shor t l y  a f te r  Freder ick
M.  Wi l l s  purchased the  proper ty  in  1g6g,  the
recessed sect ion between the houses (now 213)
was cons t ruc ted ,  f  i l l i ng  in  the  car r iage passage.
I t  is st i l l  possible to recognize several  features
tha t  d is t ingu ish  Mass ie ,s  home f rom h is  more
modest  ren ta l  p roper ty ,  such as  the  g lass  s ide
l igh ts  sur round ing  the  f ron t  en t rance,  h igher
wa l ls ,  wood shut te rs ,  and more  subs tan t ia l
w indow t r im.  Both  houses ,  nonethe less ,  d isp lay
ident ica l  dent i l  mo ld ing  a t  the  eaves .  The
repub l ican  s imp l ic i t y  o f  the  Mass ie_Wi l l s  house
exempl i f ies  the  e legant  bu t  unos ten ta t ious
tastes of ear ly America.
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fl{i.H Hii,H IHSF,

ffiHSH

17



d
€

€

d
€

€

t'
€

€

€

€

€

€

€

€

€

€

€

d
d
€

€

€

€

€

€

€

€

€

€

f
/

/ le

403 E. Market Street

Designed by local archi tects Stainback and Scrib-
ner ,  the  Da i ly  Progress  bu i ld ing  is  an  example  o f
modern  Je f fe rson ian  Rev iva l i sm in  downtown
Charlottesvi l le.  l t  was a necessary new home of
Char lo t tesv i l le ' s  loca l  newspaper  opera t ions .
Featur ing  the  most  modern  equ ipment  and
publ ishing apparatus, i t  cost $675,000 in construc-
t ion  and equ ipment  cos ts  a lone.  The newspaper
stayed here unt i l  September 1984, when i t  moved
to a 40,000 square foot faci l i ty outside of town
on West  R io  Road.  Th is  s leek ,  updated  newspaper
pub l ish ing  house fea tures  red  br ick ,  wh i te  t r im,
and modern  co lumn fea tures  tha t  sur round i t s
w indows.  The bu i ld ing 's  modern  s imp l ic i t y ,
uni ty of form, use of concrete, and the lack of
o rders  on  the  co lumns speak  to  Je f fe rson ian
modern ism.  The bu i ld ing  is  cur ren t ly  the  home
of  CBS Co l leg ia te  Spor ts .

These modern  Je f fe rson ian  de ta i l s  a re  nor
surpr is ing ,  g iven  tha t  Wi l l iam E.  S ta inback  and
Lou is  L .  Scr ibner  bo th  g raduated  f rom the
U n ivers i ty  o f  V i rg  i  n ia 's  a rch i tec tu  re  p rog  ram.
In  the  1920s and 1930s,  the  Un ivers i ty  t ra ined
arch i tec ts  to  des ign  in  the  s ty le  o f  Je f fe rson,
and Sta inback  and Scr ibner  were  cer ta in ly  par t
o f  th is  t rad i t ion .  Scr ibner  was mayor  o f  Char lo t -
tesv i l le  f  rom 1961 to  1962,  and Pres ident  o f  the
Vi rg in ia  A IA chapter  f rom 1949-1950.

Daily Progress, 1956
lmage tran Ihe Da iy Pfoqfess

l
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CBS Collegiate Sports Building, 2009
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Tour Sites:

12  Old  & New Ci ty  Ha l ls

13 C&O Rai lway Stat ion

14 C&O Rai lway Stat ion Park

1 5 ' "  T i l m a n  B u i l d i n g s

16 Mi l le r  &  Rhoads Bu i ld ings

17 Timberlake's Drug Store

18 Hardward  Store  and Mi lg raum Center

19  Oberdor fe r  Bu i ld ing

20 The Paramount

21 Kaufman Bu i ld inq

22 Pedestr ian Mal l

23  Landmark  Hote l

24  Nat iona l  Bank  o f  Char lo t tesv i l le

25 ief ferson Theater

26 The Leterman Company Department Store

27 The Terraces

28 Mil ler 's

29 The Leterman Company Department Store

30 E lks  ( IBPOEW) R ivanna Lodge No.195

20H



nZ I Old & New Ciry Hails
il oo: E. Market Street

Otd City Hail,t950s
tmaqe tram the Albemarle CtErlatteswlle H6tarrcalsoclety
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Charlottesvi l le 's f i rst  City Hal l ,  occupied in 1ggg,
was located at 520 Market Street.  l t  was an older
structure bui l t  as The Farmers Bank of Albemarle
County. ln 1865, the bui lding was purchased by a
local doctor who transformed i t  into a large
residence and carr ied out improvements that
made th is  the  f i rs t  home in  town w i th  runn ino
water and an indoor bathroom.

After 1888, the bui lding housed ci ty government
fo r  80  years  un t i l  the  cur ren t  C i ty  Ha l l  opened in
1969 (603 E. Market Street).  After this transfer.  the
ent i re  b lock  in  wh ich  the  o ld  bu i ld ing  was loca ted
was razed to make room for the exist ing Market
Street Parking Garage. Today, the City Hal l ,  which
also contains the pol ice Department,  occupies an
ent ire ci ty block. l ts construct ion immediatety
preceded the 1970s redevelopment of the histor ic
Main  St ree t  ma l l .  l t  i s  a  mass ive  br ick  bu i ld ing
which incorporates abstracted classical  elements
in white marble; this aesthet ic treatment can oe
found in  severa l  pos t -modern  bu i ld ings  th rough_
out the downtown. On the southeast corner of
the  bu i ld ing  is  a  monument  to  loca l  found ing
fa thers  James Mad ison,  Thomas Je f fe rson,  and
James Monroe.  A long w i th  many s ign i f i can t
improvements to the downtown in recent years,
a green roof was instal led on the Citv Hal l  in
May 2008.

New City Hall, 2009

Ezt



f
f
fr
F

:f
;f r

frr
to-

ld
"d,d
:h f .Q
ne4

i - f'L 
6

,d
d'n4

Al|
0..
d
*

f
€

F
f
*

*
--,r a

I

I

With the growth of Charlot tesvi l le at the turn of
the  20 th  century  came the  need fo r  a  la rger
rai lway stat ion to accommodate the many peopte
coming in to  and ou t  o f  the  c i ty .  Ph i lade lph ia
architects Wilson, Harr is,  and Richards, f resh from
des ign ing  the  R ichmond Main  St ree t  S ta t ion  in
1901, were hired to design Charlot tesvi l le 's C&O
(Chesapeake & Ohio) Rai lway Stat ion. The new
Colon ia l  Rev iva l  bu i ld ing  was cons t ruc ted  in  1905,
rep lac ing  an  ear l ie r  wooden s t ruc tu re .  The grand
red br ick  bu i ld ing  boas ted  a  monumenta l  f ron t
port ico supported by massive white columns that
served as an impressive gateway to the ci ty,s
thr iv ing downtown.

This passenger terminal was closed in 1982 after rai l
service ended. Decay set in fol lowing the stat ion,s
closure unt i l  Sprigg Lane, a local development
group, remodeled and restored the bui lding in the
ear ly  1990s .  Many o f  the  or ig ina l  o rnamenta l
elements were restored and repl icated, including
the exter ior port ico capitals,  which were replaced
with more durable resin repl icas. Adapt ive reuse
gave the histor ic rai lway stat ion new l i fe as an
of f i ce  bu i ld ing .

c&0 Reil*?$ lt*$',?,: n x3

C&O Railway Station, postcard, l,908

C&O Railway Station, date unknown

gmi i**r
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14 IS#,9*[.?ilway Station park

As Charlot tesvi l le ' r
b u i rt to race the jr:;ilil::J:: ::ffi'":"ff' .the form of a smal l ,  t r iangular park was instal led toorchestrate passenger arr ival  into the ci ty.  In 1903.
in order to make way for a proper entrance, the
C&O (Chesapeake & Ohio) Company purchased
severar propert ies at the stat ion,s doorstep and theattending structur(
ished photon." il'"i,T: ;:l]:H::y"1iH, 

",elegant lawn surrounded by smal l  shrubs.

Over fifty years after its installation, the C&O
Railway Station park oave \^/:\, r^ +h^ -^^
or th e a utomobi re ;:il:l;:;;5:Hffi:::
vi l le City Counci l  approved a new four- lane Belmont
Bridge to replace the two_lane steel br idge bui l t  in1905, crossing the C&O Rai lway tracks near the
downtown station. The new bridge accommodated
the increasing traf f ic between downtown and theBelmont neighborhood. The on_ramp to the new
Belmont Bridge then took the place of the paru.
Thus, the orchestrated and monumental  forms
that once greeted train passengers were replaced
oy more ut i l i tar ian forms. This area experienced
another large change in recent years with the
construct ion of the pavi l ion and Transit  Center,
cont inuing the si te,s l ,
provided ror the,," ;ffi:'::ffi: "' a prace

D ow ntown C ha rlottesvi t t e I o o ki n g *"i,-, g rr,with C&O park and Otd Setiotnt ;;;;"

Postcard of C&O Station,h;m
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Unif ied in i ts external archi tecture, this group of

bui ldings was actual ly bui l t  in 1884 by two di f ferent

property owners. By developing the si tes togethe4

they created a more harmonious and monumental

elevat ion in comparison to neighboring structures,

wh i le  a t  the  same t ime d ispers ing  f inanc ia l  r i sk .

Despite the dist inct ion of di f ferent proprietors, the

bu i ld ings  d isp lay  harmon ious  and ident ica l  faqade

detai ls.  The three glass storefronts with central

doorways exhibi t  the same entrance scheme on the

ground f  loor.  Above, the cornice employs the same

corbel detai l  across the length of the bui ldings. The

arched windows in the second story are ident ical  in

size and number on the individual faqades (street

access to the upstairs created a fourth bay in one o{

the lots).  ln 1912, Nannie Ti lman purchased al l  three

bui ldings which occupy close to one-third of the

block's overal l  elevat ion.

Ti lman ffiuildings H X5
108, 110 &1121114 Fourth Street N.E, m

Fourth Street N.E.. 1940s
lmage fram the Russel l  "  Rip" Payne Cal lect lan, Albemarle Charlat tesvi l le Histar ical  Society

Today features boutique shops with offices above

24ffi



tmage fram the Russe,,,Rip" payne Ca,ection, o,orr"rs*n:rl*?rf,,?::L?:!?rt-?,

The present bui lding, constructed in 1956, was a
col laborat ion by Richmond architects Carneal &
Johnston  and Mi l le r  &  Rhoads,  a  reg iona ldepar t_
ment store chain headquartered in Richmond. An
example of modernized Jeffersonian Revival
archi tecture, the design includes a great expanse
of red br ick contrasted by white tr im and Doric
columns f lanking the Main Street entrance, and the
dist inct ive bul ls-eye windows also seen in some of
Charlot tesvi l le,s oldest bui ldings. The pat io on an
upper f loor has a serpent ine br ick wal l .  s imi lar to
those at the Universi ty of Virginia.  The large
window on the front fagade was considered to be
an outstanding modern feature because i t  spanned
three stor ies and provided natural  l ight.  The
expanse of glass on the Fourth Street facade was
added in the early 2000s and serves as an overnano
for the side entrance.

When the bui lding was f i rst  constructed, Charlot_
tesvi l le was bel ieved to be too smal l  a ci ty to
support  a suburban shopping mal l ,  but the Barracks
Road Shopping Center opened soon after in 1959.
In 1980, Mi l ler & Rhoads relocated to the then_new
Fash ion  Square  Mal l .

Unt i l the  ' t980s ,  
many o f  Mi l le r  &  Rhoads.adver t i se_

ments rel ied heavi ly on Charlot tesvi l le,s al legiance
to Thomas Jefferson by featur ing Monticel to and
the Rotunda at the Universi ty of Virginia,  two of
Jefferson's most famous desiqns.
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16 gryIller & Rhcads Buifding
S :z: E. Main street

Currently used as offices and
restaurant,2009
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Timber lake 's  Drug Store  occup ies  a  bu i ld ing  tha t

was or ig ina l l y  cons t ruc ted  as  the  Peop le 's  Nat iona l

Bank in  1896.  A f te r  a  1909 f i re  damaged the

mansard  roo f  and th i rd  f  loor  o f  the  bank  bu i ld ing ,

i t  was restored as a bank off  ice of reduced height.

Marsha l l  T imber lake ,  owner  and propr ie to r  o f

T imber lake 's  Drug Company,  purchased the

s t ruc ture  in  1911when Peoo le 's  Nat iona l  Bank

vacated  the  space fo r  i t s  new bu i ld ing  on  the

corner  o f  3 rd  and Main .

Const i tut ing an early 20th-century example of

adapt ive  reuse,  T imber lake  adapted  the  fo rmer

bank 's  monumenta l  bu i ld ing  fo r  h is  d rugs tore .

A l though the  ex ter io r  o f  the  bu i ld ing  was subse-
quent ly modernized to ref lect the contemporary

s ty les  in  d isp lay  des ign ,  the  in te r io r  g randeur  o f

the bank's central  lobby was retained. As a result ,

the  bank  d6cor  len t  an  a i r  o f  p res t ige  to  an

otherw ise  ord inary  s i te  o f  bus iness .  The bu i ld ing 's

ex ter io r  was  remode led  aga in  in  1950,  bu t  th is

t ime the fagade was rebui l t  to approximate i ts

or ig ina l  appearance ra ther  than updat ing  i t  fo r

d isp lay  purposes .  In  2002-2004,  an  add i t iona l  f loor

was added onto the roof for use as apartments,

thus  re tu rn ing  someth ing  o f  the  s ta tu re  o f  the

or ig ina l  bu i ld ing .  T imber lake 's  cont inues  to  be  a
popu lar  d iner  and drugs tore .

d { u i  
!  [

322 E{stMain Street ffi

Timberlake's Drug Store, 1918
lmage fram Halsinger Collectton, lJoiversny af VfginE
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lnterior of Timberlake's Drug Store, 1917
lmage from Halsinger Callectian, Uotve6ity af Vtrgnta

26ffi



X8 H Hardwar"e Stare and t\filgraurn CenterH :ro & 310 E. Main street
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Hardware Store and Milgraum Center

The Milgraum Center, I9g2
tmage tram fhe Dajly praqress, July 22, lgg2

The Charlot tesvi l le Hardware Store Bui lding
(1909)  and the  Mi lg raum Bu i ld ing  (19S2)  a re  two
contrast ing structures that share the thruback
business strategy: they stretch the ent ire length
of the block between Main and Water Streets.

The Hardware Store was in business for over a
century sel l ing construct ion i tems and household
necessit ies. The Main Street faqade features large
windows with elaborate surrounds, ornate br ick_
work, pi lasters, and an impressive storefronr
awning. The Water Street faqade is simple ano
funct ional.  with large windows that doubre as
doorways for haul ing large goods arr iv ing by train.

Next door,  the Mi lgraum Center was immediately
labe led  as  a  "Fu tur is t i c , ,  bu i ld ing  because o f  i t s
ang led  en t rance to  the  mal l  and i t s  en t i re ly  g lass
faqade.  The bu i ld ing  was meant  to  be  a  foca l  po in t
on Main Street.  Many thought i ts construct ion set
a  oangerous  precedent  on  the  Mal l .  F rances
Walton wrote in Ihe Daity progress, ,,Assuming

that one reason the mal l  was bui l t  where i t  is was
the  nos ta lg ia  and ambience o f  i t s  o ld  commerc ia l
bu i ld ings ,  th ink  what  wou ld  resu l t  i f  every  owner
dec ided to  make h is  bu i ld ing  a  foca l  po in t . , .  In
1985, the Board of Architectural  Review was set
up  in  Char lo t tesv i l le  to  address  growing  concerns
about archi tectural  changes to the downtown.
However controversial ,  this bui lding is a statement
of 20th-century architectural  style Main Street.
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This was once the locat ion of Oberdorfer 's Dry

Goods and Ladies'  Ready-To-Wear which opened to

the publ ic in 1888. l t  occupied a three-story br ick
bui lding that existed on this si te before 1886.
Bu i ld ings  such as  th is  one tha t  occup ied  prominent

corner lots on Main Street of ten displayed large
painted advert isements on the exter ior wal ls that
essent ial ly f  unct ioned as bi l lboards. The Oberdorfer

family business operated at this locat ion for nearly

50 years.

|n1917,  the  bu i ld ing  was s ign i f i can t ly  expanded

and modern ized to  exh ib i t  a  s leek  new fagade.  l t
was purchased in 1934 by W.T. Grant,  a nat ional

cha in  o f  f i ve-and-d ime s to res  in te res ted  pr imar i l y

in  h igh  vo lume sa les .  S ince  ren ta l  accommodat ions
for off ices or apartments presented both l iabi l i ty

and f  i re  hazards  tha t  the  cha ins  sought  to  avo id ,
the bui lding was lowered to one story, thus
depart ing from the earl ier pattern of Main Street 's
mixed use and density.  Today one can see the
arched windows from the 1917 renovat ion along
Th i rd  S t ree t  NE,  bu t  the  bu i ld ing 's  p resent  cond i -
t ion ref lects l i t t le else of i ts histor ic character.

1917
Image tram Halstngel
Col le c t i aa, U n tve r sit y
at' Virgnia

Today
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Z0 HThe panamount Theater
H zts E. Main Street

The Paramount,

1931

Plan of the
Paramount,

1931
lmage f  tom paGmount

Theater lr)c
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Designed by the architecture f i rm Rapp & Rapp, The
Paramount opened in Charlot tesvi l le on November
27, 1931. The theater embodied the name ,,movie
patace," attracting patrons with its exaggerated
brick and concrete Classical_revival  fagade ano
fashionabre marquee as weil as rich interior crecora-
t ion .  The bu i ld ing  has  a  un ique p lan ,  tak ing  onry  a
narrow fagade on Main Street but 5 bays on Market
Street and 6 bays on Third Street. As it was built at
the height of  segregat ion, the bui lding included a
separate entrance and lobby on Third Street for
African American patrons, who were restricted to
balcony seat ing. This entrance can st i l l  be seen
today. The grand lobby of The paramount served
an important role for organized and incidental
gathering downtown. During World War l l .  tne
lobby was the site of Charlottesville,s war bond sales
along with many other publ ic act iv i t ies. In the ,6Os
and '70s. the advent of television caused a slump in
theater business and the lobby was used as a dress
shop unt i l  1974 when the theater closed. ln .1992, 

the
bui lding was purchased by a non_prof i t  organrza_
t ion which restored the bui lding and re_opened i t
in 2004 for use as a l ive entertainment venue.
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Moses Kaufman and sons  bu i l t  the  Kaufman
Bui ld ing  in  1883 as  a  d ry  goods  s to re  and res idence.
The two-story red br ick bui lding had a simpte
Classical  Revival  faqade. In 1915, Louise Zimmerman,
a mi l l iner,  l ived on the second f  loor.  At some point
during the mid-20th century the Kaufmans remod-
eled the faqade - updat ing i t  in the Renaissance
Revival  style,  reducing the number of upper story
windows from four to three, enlarging the central
window and adding an open pediment above i t .

The Kaufman fami ly  owned the  bu i ld ing  un t i l
1963 when i t  was  so ld  to  the  Wi l l iams fami ly .  In
1976, the Wil l iams Pentagram Corporat ion opened
the  Wi l l iams Corner  Books tore  here .  In  the  1980s,
the family renovated the upstairs for use as their
res idence.  Whi le  renovat ing  h is  basement  in  1989,
Michae l  Wi l l iams d iscovered tha t  h is  bu i ld ing
had an  impor tan t  connect ion  to  the  h is to ry  o f
hous ing  in  Char lo t tesv i l le .  He uncovered the
foundat ions of the home of Nancy West,  who was
the wealthiest non-white ci t izen of Charlot tesvi l le
in  1850,  la rge ly  due to  her  landho ld ings .  West
was a  f ree  b lack  woman,  and the  common-raw
wi fe  o f  the  Jewish  bus inessman Dav id  l saacs ,  w i th
whom she had seven ch i ld ren .  Her  daughter  Ju l ia
mar r ied  Es ton  Hemings ,  the  son o f  Sa l l y  Hemings .
Though the  s to re  was taken over  by  the  V i rg in ia
Nat iona l  Bank  in  1998,  the  ups ta i rs  i s  s t i l l  ma in-
ta ined as  a  res idence.

On the Downtown Mall
lmaqe t ' ram The Virqinta Nattanal Bank, 1998

Kmufman Huilding m 21
222 E. Main Street ffi
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Kauf man Clothing, 1915
lmage fram Holsinger Callection, Llntve(sity af Virqnia
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ffi Downtown Main Street

Ha I pri n Desig ned Fou ntai n
tmage trcrn Dave M(Nair l f te Naak)

Downtown Charlot tesvi l le was histor ical ly a center
for commerce, civ ic business, and social  gathering,
but the area began to decl ine in the 1960s and 70s
due to the increased suburbanizat ion of the ci ty.
Businesses lef t  the downtown for bigger retai l
spaces and easy accessibi l i ty provided by shopping
centers l ike Barracks Road Shopping Center,  opened
in 1959. ln 1976, the ci ty hired landscape architect
Lawrence Halpr in to evaluate and redesign the
space in hope of revi tal izat ion. Halpr in held commu_
nity workshops with residents to establ ish the wants
and needs of the ci ty.  His design was centered
around the creat ion of a pedestr ian mal l  for eight
blocks of downtown. By removing vehicular traf f ic,
Halpr in hoped to create a publ ic space that would
faci l i tate shopping, dining, entertainment and
soc ia l i za t ion .  Ha lpr in 's  p lan  inc luded res ident ia l
spaces and accommodations for a var iety of act iv i_
t ies. The combinat ion of a br ick walkway and shady
trees provided a piazza-l ike sett ing which was ideal
fo r  casua l  shopp ing  and ou tdoor  d in ing .  Ha lpr in
also designed several  granite fountains, intended as
gathering spaces on the Mal l .  Today the Mal l  has
undergone some changes - including replacement
of i ts or iginal  br ick paving with new br icks laid in
sand rather than mortar.  Despite these changes,
the Mal l  i tsel f  remains an important place for
soc ia l i z ing ,  en ter ta inment ,  and shopp ing .

Mall Construction
tnage t(om tfie Albemarle

C h a r I at tesv i | | e H sta r ica I Sa c iety
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The Landmark Hotel  is an example of modern
v development incorporat ing an older faqade.

Ff Designed by Hornberger & Worstel l ,  Inc. as a 100-
'C- room, nine-story luxury hotelwith a f ive-star

,t1{ restaurant, bar, and rooftop terrace, the hotel

Al-  
or iginal ly included the 1966 granite facade of

,aA 
the Central  Fidel i ty Bank (most recent ly known as

;- :n:?;:li:iff;,iil':? Ji::ffi il::::il'^
O- a modern tower.
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At the t ime of construct ion, the Board of Architec-
tural  Review fel t  that the 1966 bank's shel l  was
architectural ly worthy of preservat ion and st i l l
structural ly sound, and approved the design as long
as i t  would incorporate the or iginal  fagade and the
12-foot setback from Main Street to maintain the
height and character of the mal l .  The placement

of the main entrance on Water Street would divert
attent ion to the height away from the mal l  and
al low for easy car access.

Dur ing  demol i t ion  and cons t ruc t ion ,  the  faqade
was determined to be structural ly unstable. After
much debate, the BAR decided to al low the
developers to tear down the faqade as long as
al l  possible attempts were made to preserve the
gran i te  and i t  was  rep laced in  k ind .  Due to  the
recession, development of the Landmark Hotel
has stopped, but the debate and the benef i ts of
or iginal  mater ials versus repl icated ones is st i l l  a
preservat ion issue.

Boxer Learning Center, 2006
lma1e ftom C V LtE Week y, May 9-15, 2AA6

[ -

The Landmark Hotel. 2008
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National Ba nk of Cha rlottesvi I te, I 91 9
lmage from Halsnger aallectian, L)niversitv af Vironia
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For early 20th-century banks, the strategy for
success is physical ly manifested in their  archi tec_
ture. Competi t ion inherent in commerce can be
seen in  the  arch i tec tu ra l  d ia logue be tween the
National Bank of Charlot tesvi l le (1919) which is
now Wachov ia  Bank,  and peop le ,s  Nat iona l  Bank
(1914) across the street which is now known as
the  T imber lake  Bu i ld ing .

The skyscraper form of the Nat ional Bank of Char_
lottesvi l le was the f i rst  in the ci ty and was meant to
out-do the monumental  c lassical  archi tecture of i ts
chief business r ival  -  people's Nat ional Bank. This
Charlot tesvi l le "skyscraper, ,  bui lding was designed
by Washington, D.C. architects Marsh & peter. The
strategic posit ion of the bank on a corner and the
monumental  scale of i ts archi tecture made a bold
statement to passers-by. Inside, the immense two_
story lobby st i l l  features generous marble ano
mahogany as wel l  as an enormous walk_in vautt .
Customers would want to do business and be seen
in the prominent downtown bui lding. The image of
the bank resonated so strongly in Charlot tesvi l le
that i t  was used in advert isements, let terhead and
checks to express the bank,s business values. Origi_
nal ly,  the upper stor ies were rented to businesses
and professionals,  including dent ists and doctors.
The bank enjoyed great success and in 1957 instal led
a dr ive-up tel ler.  Today, the al ley behind the bank is
an interest ing vest ige of the type of development
from the early 2Oth century.
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The Jefferson Theater had i ts height of  popular i ty

a t  the  beg inn ing  o f  the  f  i lm indus t ry .  The

bu i ld ing  was or ig ina l l y  the  Je f fe rson Nat iona l

Bank bui lding -  a gray br ick, two-story,

Greek-revival  structure with f ive ionic columns

and te r ra  co t ta  t r im.  l t  became a  theater  in  1913 '

In  January  1915,  a  pa t ron 's  c igar  se t  the  theater

on  f i re  and the  aud i to r ium was consumed.  The

f ire was fol lowed by an even more ambit ious

renewal of the bui lding -  more seats were added

and the  most  advanced equ ipment  was ins ta l led '

The new bui lding was bui l t  of  red br ick with four

engaged columns of concrete and a large cornice;

i t  appears today much as i t  was'  The opulent

Classical-revival  style of the bui lding was meant to

evoke Hol lywood glamour. Al though the Jefferson

was the most popular informal gathering spot for

people in Charlot tesvi l le for over a decade, by the

late 1920s, i t  had lost i ts leading place to a new

theater,  the Paramount.  ln the lat ter hal f  of  the

20th century, the bui lding served as a venue for

both l ive performances and movies. Today, i t  is

slowly undergoing restorat ion for cont inued use

as a theater and performance space.

r mffersffi *,Th*.f}fl5 m 2 5

Jefferson National
Bank ,1906
tmage f  ram the Albematle

C ft ar lot tesv i I Je H istor iG | 5ac tety

rd

is

Jefferson Theater,
2009
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26 fifit,?-Lffjffffun companv Deparrmenr store
Simon Leterman and his sons bui l t  this Renaissance
Revival  bui lding for the Leterman Company oepart_
ment store in 1999. The store was a family effort  _
consol idat ing the separate locat ions and business
interests of the family.  Designed and bui l t  by
Wil l iam T. Vandergr i f t ,  i t  featured two cupotas
and dist inct ive second f loor display windows. The
bui lding contained 50,000 square feet of  f loor
space and the latest in l ight ing and heat ing tech_
notogy. Leterman.s was the , ,undisputed 

leader, ,
of  dry goods - sel l ing clothing, carpets, toi let
art ic les, and fancy goods. In 1911, the eastern end
of the bui lding was sold to the Jefferson National
Bank. A new fagade was constructed and the
cupolas removed when the bui lding was sub_
divided, but the upper display windows remained
in the central  bays.

After the construct ion of the pedestr ian mal l
(1979),  the bui lding was purchased and remodeled
by  B i l land  Mar ianne E l lwood and Mi tche l tVan
Yahres. The focus of this remodel was to provide
three large luxury condos on the mal l .  The project
architect,  Joseph Bosserman, now l ives in one of
these. The condos marked the beginning of a
rejuvenat ion of housing in downtown Charlot tes_
vi l le.  The two story windows now provide ample
dayl ight ing in the condominiums. Though no
longer one 50,000 square_foot emporium, parts of
the Leterman Company department store remain
recognizable todav.

'.*r,i

, t

The Leterman Company Department Stotre. tgi0Z
tmaqe trom the Albemarle Charlat tesvt l le H6bri ;al  sacietv

Leterman Departmant Store BuitdinO ,;*
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The Terraces is a 1997 modern l tal ianate remodel of
a 1949 brick structure. The site of the Terraces has a
history of mixed use. In 1828, the business and
residence of lsaac Raphael occupied the si te.  James
Perley's furni ture store and casket sales occupied the
lot f rom 1882 to 1923. Perley made his residence

upstairs.  In 1923, Perley sold the bui lding to promi-

nent real-estate developer named Hol l is Rinehart .
Around 1949, Rinehart  demol ished Perley's structure
in favor of a smal ler,  one-story shop, fol lowing a
nat ional t rend to reduce property tax and el iminate
the l iabi l i ty associated with upstairs residences.
Department stores occupied the lot  unt i l  1997 when
Oliver Kuttner purchased and redeveloped the
bui lding. Reusing the lower br ick levels in his design,
Kuttner contr ibuted to the sustainabi l i ty of  the
bui lding by maintaining the embodied energy of
the exist ing structure and adding upper story
residences made out of concrete.

The name of the bui lding, based on the terraced

apartments of the upper f loors, br ings to mind Mal l
designer Lawrence Halpr in 's plan for housing in
Charlot tesvi l le.  Halpr in was interested in terraced
apartments surrounding the Mal l .  He envisioned a
sustainable pedestr ian neighborhood where the
ci t izens of downtown Charlot tesvi l le could carry out
al l  of  their  dai ly business without the use of a car.

The Terraces, detail of terraced rooftops, Water
Streef Side.1997

The Te rraces lzV
100 W. Main Street I

The Terraces, Mall side, 1997
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2S H tum frtEer's
ffi ttt w. Main Street

Mil ler 's Drug Store was a prosperous downtown
bus iness  dur ing  the  f  i r s t  ha l f  o f  the  twent ie th
century .  The bu i ld ing  was cons t ruc ted  in  the  la te
nineteenth century and served a var iety of com-
merc ia l  purposes  be fore  becoming Mi l le r ,s  Drug
Store between 1896 and 1902. As Charlot tesvi l le
gradua l ly  became more  suburban ized,  busrnesses
l i ke  Mi l le r ' s  Drug Store  began to  e i ther  move ou t
of downtown or close their  doors. Mi l ler,s went
ou t  o f  bus iness  in  1968.

|n1976, the City of Charlot tesvi l le decided to
change much of Main Street into a pedestr ian
mal l ,  p rov id ing  a  good se t t ing  fo r  la rge  amounts
o f  ou tdoor  d in ing .  Mi l le r ' s ,  opened in  19g1,  was
one o f  the  f  i r s t  res taurants  on  the  newly  des igned
mal l  and a lso  one o f  the  f i rs t  to  s tay  open pas t  the
la te  a f te rnoon.  Restaurants  p lay  a  la rge  ro le  in
downtown n igh t l i fe ,  and Mi l le r ' s  has  become a
downtown ins t i tu t ion .  The cur ren t  bu i ld ing
combines two very di f ferent eras in the history
of Charlot tesvi l le 's downtown. The faqade st i l l  has
a s ign  tha t  reads  "Mi l le r ' s  Drug Store , , ,  and i t s
founder,  Steve Tharp, made an effort  to resrore
the  in te r io r  to  re f  lec t  the  bu i ld ing 's  pas t  as  a
drug store.
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lVlen's Shnp $ 29
118 W. Main Street $

Today. the corner of West Main and Second Street
is the home of Christ ian's pizza. This three-story
br ick  bu i ld ing  is  s t i l l  known fo r  one o f  i t s  longes t
tenants ,  the  Young Men 's  Shop.  Har ry  O,Mansky
ran th is  shop on  the  f i rs t  f loor  f rom 1931 un t i l
the  1980s.

Even though O 'Mansky  was known fo r  h is  re luc_
tance to change, he modernized his storefront to
imi ta te  the  popu lar  s ty les  o f  the  1930s seen on
Main  St ree t  in  p laces  l i ke  Legget t ,s  Depar tment
Store, just across the street.  He incorporated black
and wh i te  g lass  pane ls  and a luminum f raming.
He replaced the previous f lat  elevat ion witn two
recessed entrances complete with display windows
for ample show space to ent ice customers into the
store. The vert ical  white str ips of glass dividing the
d isp lay  cases  c rea ted  an  i l l us ion  o f  he igh t .  Bo ld
colors were used to create images of f  uture
prosper i ty  dur ing  the  depress ion .  O,Mansky  was
conf ident that Main Street was the place to nave
a successful  business, even after the opening of
Bar racks  Road Shopp ing  Center  in  1959 and
Fash ion  Square  Mal l  in  1980.

Leggett's Department Store, 1938
lmage tram Halsinget Collection, UnNersitv of Vionta

The Young Men's Shop,1980
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brick mason who owned his own .onr,rr. i ,ol " 
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restaurant and hosted dances for the African 
O-hall used for many pui11s 

to tne American community; thus, it was a center fc)t tc events'  
Afr ican American entertainment and , .u.ruut i ' in 4

f f i" \  -r ' '  in charrottesvi i le. Although tne Erks Lodge never 4functtned as a hotel, i t  faci l i tated the search for aA
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Charlottesville Main Street Parade, September 24,lgl7
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Snowstorm on Main Street looking east from Third Street
lmage from fhe Ruise// "Rip' payne cailecton, Arb-.marre-charrattesvii le Histarrcal ,acrcty
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Tour Sites:

31 Inge's Grocery Store
32 V inegar  H i l l  Ne ighborhood
33 Mount Zion Bapt ist  Church
34 Water Street Housing
35 Charlot tesvi l le Citv Market

36
37
38
39

The Flat, Take Away Crdperie
Omni Hotel

McGuffey Art iCenter

Christ  Church
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331-333 W Main Street
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Charlottesville ar)d Albemarle Caunty. Virqnia by K tclward tay, 200A

This bui lding was owned and operated by the
same black family from 1g90 unt i l  December 31,
1979, when George lnge closed the business. Today,
the bui lding houses the West Main Restaurant.

I t  was bui l t  in 1820 by Johnson W. pi t t  as his
residence. l t  is a two-story Federal  Style bui lding
with low-pitched t in roof,  l intel type winoow
heads,  and s tepped gab les .  The ex ter io r  wa l ls
were constructed of br ick in a var iety of bonds
with a cornice running the length of both fronts.
I t  also featured an unusual corrugated metal
awn ing .  The r igh t  ha l f  o f  the  bu i ld ing  w i th  a  fu l l
oasement was constructed f i rst ,  and the other
ha l f  was  a  la te r  add i t ion .

By 1896, i ts occupants had doubled the length of
the bui lding and added a wing on i ts Northwest
corner in order to accommodate more space for
display. Retai l  space occupied both sides of the old
house's main f loor.  ln 1920, George Inge further
expanded the bui lding to i ts present shape.

West Main Restaurant
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The hi l ly terrain of Charlot tesvi l le 's or iginal  gr id

contr ibuted to the development of independent

and disconnected neighborhoods within close
proximity to the downtown area. An early lrish
settlement at the western-most section of down-
town was cal led Random Row, and later expanded
over nearby Vinegar Hi l l .  The area emerged as a
business and resident ial  center largely occupied by
Afr ican Americans. Vinegar Hi l l 's 20-acre neighbor-
hood was then centered between West Main Street
and Preston Avenue. A series of two- and three-
story bui ldings extended on West Main Street,
housing both an Afr ican American business sector
and several  t radi t ional white businesses.

These bui ldings curved along a foothi l l  l inking the
University of Virginia with downtown Charlottes-
vi l le,  screening off  the less densely occupied residen-
t ialVinegar Hi l l  neighborhood. Whi le Afr ican
American businesses created a vibrant urban distr ict ,
the resident ial  area behind them was a rural  enclave
in the middle of the ci ty.  Smal ler dir t  roads and
pathways fol lowed the slopes of the hi l l  leading to
former Williams and Commerce Streets. The moder-
ately forested African American neighborhood was
also a place for farming and raising stock for both
subsistence and trade. These areas of mixed use,
with patterns of ear l ier rural  l i fe and di lapidated
structures, were portrayed as an urban slum in the
1950s, leading to the razing of most of the residen-
t ial  and business areas in the 1960s. Today, al though
a group of modern bui ldings populates the slope of
the earl ier neighborhood, the area retains a few
signif icant Afr ican American landmarks.

W Main Street

Vinegar Hil l,1964
'noec l ro- 'hd tat t^ ,  l le .  Rede'e'oore/ |  tsau.tng Auttatt ! )

Vinegar Hil l,2009
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105 Ridge Street

1,
L ; . ,

Organ ized in  1867 as  Mount  Z ion  F i rs t  A f r i can
Baptist  Church, the congregat ion was composed
mostly of Afr ican American former members of
Charlot tesvi l le,s First  Bapt ist  Church.

The present  Romanesque Rev iva l  b r ick  bu i ld ing
was erected in 1gg3_94, replacing a smalrer
wooden church. At that t ime, this was a resident ial
area for prominent black businessmen and mer_
chants known as the Vinegar Hi l l  d istr ict .  Designed
by local archi tect George Wallace Spooner and
br ick  mason George A.  S inc la i r ,  the  Mt .  Z ion
Baptist  Church is an example of late l9th_centurv
V i rg in ia  b r ick  vernacurar  cons t ruc t ion .

Front ing Ridge Street.  a br ick tower r ises past
the  meta l  gab le  roo f  to  an  oc tagona l  d rum and
a sp i re  w i th  a  la rge  f in ia l .  The s teep le  and s ta ined
glass windows were added in the 1g90s. The
church was l isted on the Nat ional Register of
Histor ic Places in 1992.

In 2005, the Mt.  Zion Bapt ist  Church congregat ion
moved to a new location south of downtown due
to the lack of parking at the Ridge Street s i te.  The
open basement area was renovated into the Music
Resource Center;  featur ing stud io_q ua l i ty rehearsa I
and recording spaces. The pews have been removed
from the former sanctuary, and are used for after_
school programs.

45

Mount Zion First African Baptist Church

Renovated sanctuary as after school
community center
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In the second half  of  the 19th century, the quiet
neighborhood at the end of W Water Street was
anchored by the First  Methodist  Church. Their  f i rst
sanctuary at Water and 1st Street dates to 1g35; a
larger church was later bui l t  in the 1g60s at Water
and SW 2nd Street.  Water Street ended just west
of the church unt i l  the late 1910s.

After the Civi l  War, br ick warehouses and services
such as blacksmith shops were located near the
rai l road tracks, but the area was predominately
resident ial  with substant ial ,  yet modest,  Victor ian
homes. After Charlot tesvi l le became a ci ty,  rarger
houses  began to  rep lace  ear l ie r  homes.

After the opening of Water Street and the deoar_
ture of the Methodist  Church in 1924, automotive
faci l i t ies began to move in nearby, and some of
the larger residences were converted to mult i_
fami ly  apar tments  and board ing  houses .  In  the
late 1960s, two blocks of this neighborhood were
cleared to create surface parking lots for tne
downtown shopping area on Main Street.

Many o f  the  surv iv ing  bu i ld ings  in  th is  ne ighbor -
hood,  bo th  res ident ia l  and warehouse,  a re  matn_
tained today as professional of f ices, shops, and
restaurants. The nine-story Lewis and Clark Square
condos (mixed-use) were bui l t  at  Main and Water
Streets in 1989.

100-300 W. Water Street

1959 Charlottesville master plan projected increased
residential density by 19g0, but not in this area south
of Main St.
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Adaptively reused residences on South St.
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Water and South Street parking Lot

This  park ing  lo t  s tands  in  the  midd le  o f  tne
h is to r ica l  downtown and is  sur rounded by  a
much denser  u rban env i ronment .  In  the  pas t ,
th is  a rea  accommodated a  var ie ty  o f  uses  car
repa i l  warehous ing ,  g rocery  s to res ,  and sca t_
te red  res idences  s imi la r  to  the  ones  fac inq
Second Street SW.

Today,  the  park ing  lo t  t rans forms seasona l ly
on  Saturday  morn ings  in to  a  v ib ran t  ou tooor
farmer's market.  The City Market offers a ptace
for  fa rmers ,  gardeners ,  bakers ,  and c ra f tspeopre
to  se l l  the i r  p roduc ts  to  the  pub l ic .  A l l  gooos
are  homegrown,  home baked,  o r  homemaoe.
The Ho l iday  C i ty  Marke t  i s  seasona l ,  o f fe r ing
handmade g i f t s  and toys .

Parking lot during the weex

Saturday's City Market



111 E. Water Street

T h i s  u n u s u a l  b u i l d i n g  f r a g m e n t  i s  a n  o r i g i n a l

two story el l  f rom the rear of the Jefferson

Theater,  which was constructed in 1915. l t  was

used as a storage room for the theater 's stage.

After this use i t  was a popcorn factory, and

la te r  became an apar tment .

The c rdper ie  has  an  open ing  fac ing  Water  S t ree t ,

wh ich  ac ts  as  a  serv ing  w indow.  l t  has  a  s lop ing

s ide  roo f  tha t  ex tends  to  she l te r  an  ea t ing

counter .  The sur round ing  L-shaped area  is  a  b r ick

pat io  tha t  func t ions  as  a  d in ing  area .  An i ron

gate  and two s t ree t l igh ts  comple te  the  take-out

res taurant  a r rangement .

The Water Street extension of the Jefferson Theater.

I
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235 W. Main Street
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In 1978, the Charlot tesvi l le Development Group
study recommended that the six remaining acres of
the Vinegar Hi l l  urban renewal area be given top
prior i ty for development in i ts ef fort  to st imulate
business act iv i ty in the central  business distr ict .  The
in i t ia l  p lan  ca l led  fo r  the  bu i ld ing  o f  a  la rge  tuxury
hotel .  The proposed development provoked a long
controversy among the members of the business
community and ci t izens. At issue was the quest ion
of whether the City should use publ ic monies to
subsidize the bui lding of a luxury hotel .  In order to
assure hotel  t rade in the downtown area, the
consultant 's report  argued, a conference center
should be located nearby. This would require a
new parking garage. Final ly,  in June 19g1. the
developers agreed to bui ld the hotel ,  provided the
City would commit to bui ld the conference center
and the accompanying parking garage. The Omni
Hotel  was completed in 19g5 after the design of
Smallwood, Reynolds, Stewart, Stewart, ano
Associates, Inc. Adapted onto the old street
footpr int ,  the hotel ,s mass fol lows the bi furcated
path of the west end of Downtown,s Mal l .  The
inter ior features a seven_story glassed_in atr ium
providing l ight to inter ior hal lways whi le keeping
a street-wal l  on Main Street.  l t  has 20g guest rooms
and suites, and the 12,441 sf.  conference center has
16 meeting rooms. The Hotel  has just completed a
$S0 mil l ion renovat ion.

t.

Principal faqade on Main Sfreet

Atrium
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201 Second Street NW
The McGuffey School was bui l t  in 1916 to rel ieve
the overcrowding of elementary classes at nearby
Midway School.  Featur ing large banks of windows
in every classroom, i ts symmetr ical  design by the
Norfolk f i rm of Finley Forbes Ferguson. Charles J.
Calrow, and Harold H. Wrenn helped establ ish the
Colonial  Revival  style for Charlot tesvi l le,s schools.
They later designed Venable Elementary School in
1924 and Jefferson High School in 1926.

The school was named for Universi ty of Virginia
professor Wil l iam Holmes McG uf fey (1g00_1873),
who wrote the famous McGuffey Reader ser ies.
The school 's locat ion overlooking downtown
is at the western edge of Charlot tesvi l le,s or iginal
gr id.  Jefferson Street ends at the si te,  and Market
Street also terminated at this point when McGuffev
was bui l t .

By the 1970s, many changes had taken place in
Charlot tesvi l le 's school distr icts,  responding to
decreased density in the downtown area and
growth in out ly ing resident ial  neighborhoods.
McGuffey's educat ional faci l i t ies were considered
outdated, and i t  was closed as a school in . l975.

The bui lding was renovated by the McGuffey Arts
Associat ion in partnership with the City,  t rans_
forming the former classrooms into three stor ies
of studios, gal lery,  and exhibi t  space. Re_opened
as the McGuffey Art  Center,  the cooperat ivery_run
faci l i ty houses spaces for art ists whose studios are
open to  the  pub l ic .

lneginq day at McGuffey Etementary Schoot, t9t6Image trcm Albemarle Charlot tesvi l le Histat ical  Societv

McGuffey Art Center
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120 W. High Street

1826 Christ Church, main entrance facing south
tmage tran Fred T H--bl tct t  and Mary Ann Elwaad, cha(lot tesvi l le and the untversttv ol

Viejnta A pictarEl Histary (Notfalk,  VA fhe Danntnct Ca. lg82)

Chr is t  Church  (Ep iscopa l )  was  the  f  i r s t  church  bu i l t
in Charlot tesvi l le.  The wood_framed sanctuary was
comple ted  in  1826.  Located  on  the  same b lock  as
the current church and about four blocks west of
Cour t  Square ,  th is  Greek  Rev iva l  bu i ld ing  faced
Jefferson Street across a br ick-wal led churchvard
conta in ing  a  few graves .

By the '1890s, Christ  Church outgrew i ts exist ing
faci l i t ies. In 1895, the cornerstone was laid for a
new late Gothic Revival  sanctuary of rust icated
Richmond gran i te  des igned by  the  McDona ld
Brothers of Louisvi l le,  Kentucky. part  of  tne
or ig ina l  foundat ion  was reused fo r  the  new
bu i ld ing .  Reor ien ted  to  face  res ident ia l  H igh
Street instead of downtown, the enlarged faci l i ty
occup ies  most  o f  the  b lock ,  and the  mul t ip le  leve ls
of i ts design respond to the si te,s slope.

Due to  f inanc ia l  se tbacks ,  the  work  was de layed
and the new sanctuary was not consecrateo
unt i l  1905.  The ded ica t ion  o f  memor ia l  w inoows
designed by Ti f fany Studios helped to raise
funds .  The church .s  towers ,  Sunday Schoo l  annex ,
and parish hal l  were not completed unt i l  .1929,

overseen by Universi ty of Virginia professor of
Architecture A. Lawrence Kocher.

Christ  Church's cruci form nave features f  inely
carved woodwork. Like many early churches, the
sanc tuary 's  hammer  beamed ce i l ing  is  remin iscent
o f  a  sh ip 's  hu l l .
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1895 Christ Church, main entrance facinq north
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